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PROCEDURES FOR ACCESSING USDA/ESCS STATISTICAL REPORTS 
RELEASED VIA INFONET NETWORK 

BACKGROUND 

Until July 1978, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Large Area Crop 
Inventory Experiment (LACIE) staff provided the Accuracy Assessment (AA) 
Section with monthly crop-reporting data on release dates via telephone 
contact with the USDA Washington, D.C., office for major wheat reports. These 
statistics from the USDA Economics, Statistics, and Cooperative Servece (ESCS) 
are needed by AA for evaluation in monthly quick-look reports. There is 
usually a 2-week delay before releases are received at Houston, and errors 
can be caused during the manual transcription by telephone. The INFONET 
service was requested to provide more timely and accurate information on 
multicrop production forecasts in support of division accuracy assessments 
associated with current and future projects. An INFONET account for AA was 
obtained which provides direct access to Crop Reporting Board releases 
through the INFONET Center in Chicago (Code KK) within an hour of their 
release by the USDA. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INFONET 

INFONET (Computer Science Corporation) is a data-computerized processing 
information network under contract with the General Services Administration 
(GSA). Under GSA contract arrangements, the ESCS of the USDA uses the 
network for processing and release of data. 

ACCESSING THE NETWORK 

A computer (Data 100) or interactive data terminal (Hazel tine 2000, Texas 
Instruments (TI) Silent 700) that is teletypewriter compatible is used to 
print reports from the release library. Since most reports exceed 30 lines 
in length, accessing the reports interactively and then printing the reports 
by batch through Data 100 generates the desired output faster and uses less 
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1. SI6N0FF 

o If the system Is being used with LABS/Prudue, tyeinsmtt a stgnoff 
card to LARS. 

2. DATA TOO Program Load (2780 Emulation) 

0 Mount Oata 100 program tape 

o Set Console Source switch to 0 

o Set Console Destination switch to 1 

0 Depress: HALT, CLEAR, LOAD in that order 

o During the time the program is loading, the RUN light will be on. 

When loading has been completed, the RUN light goes off and the 
HALT light will be on. 

o Depress: CLEAR, RUN in that order. The RUN light will be on 
indicating that the program load has been completed. 

o Set the Destination switch to 0. 

o On the back-lighted panel, the CARD READER and PRINTER lights will 
be on. 

3. Connection of DATA 100 to INFONET network 

o On the switchbox, located in the coimmications rack and next to 
the 8600 modem, place the rotary switch In the DIAL-UP (SUTTLAND) 
position. 

o Using the dataphone (483-2265), dial the following number 9-664-7138. 

o Upon receiving a constant tone (not a dial tone), depress the DATA 
button on the dataphone and replace the handset. 

4. SIGNON OF DATA 100 

o Read the following card by depressing XMIT, END OF FILE, START in 
that order. 


(See example on following page) 
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o When the card has been transmitted, the XMIT, END OF FILE, and 
START lights will go out. 

o Upon receipt of data for the line printer the START light will 
go on. 

o If the START light does not come on after two minutes, contact 
Data Systems Engineering personnel. 

o Upon completion of the receipt of data the START light will go off. 

5. Slgnoff of DATA 100 to INFONET network 

o Read the following card by depressing XMIT, END OF FILE, START 
In that order. 
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o When the card has been transmitted, the above lights will go out. 

o On the dataphone (483-2265) depress the TALK button, lift and then 

replace the handset, this breaks the telephone connection, 
o Place the DATA 100 switch on the switchbox (located In corrmunlca- 
tlons rack) In the LARS position. 

6. DATA 100 Program Load (HASP emulation) 

o Check to ensure that the destination and source switches are set on 0. 
0 Depress: HALT, CLEAR, LOAD In that order. 

o During the time the program Is loading the RUN light will be on. 

When loading has been completed, the RUN light goes off and the 
HALT light will be on. 

0 Depress: CLEAR, RUN in that order. The RUN light will be on 
Indicating that the program load is complete, 
o On the CRT the following message will be displayed: INITIALIZATION 

BEGUN. 

o Sign-on to LARS via the normal procedure. 
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SAMPLE OUTPUT AND LISTINGS 


r.j r.j 


EXAMPLE 1.- SAMPLE OUTPUT Oh INhUKM/UBUI 9B LiSIlNb hUK StlKtMBhK l y/b. 


c PROCESSED INTERACTIVELY 

PORT: 70 
CENTER: KK 


SUBS : GPS 

ZB BAM * 


09^01 ' 78 08:44:24-00 031-34-03-070-2011 

ORDER U BUI 93 

!DATA * OUTPUT .NOKEY AGROEC • UBU198 
FMD004 E AGPOEC-PNC ^'UBU 1 98 NOT FOUND 
RU S : .3 
SQUTPUT AGPOEC 


VA-VjE * 
r )F VOOH ^I'ALOT 


FMD004 E AGROEC-PNl* NOT FOUND 
OUTPUT INFORM 

GPS362 I NFQRM-PNC . UBU 1 98 102341 7134S34776 
DR TR » OUTPUT • NOK EV I NFOPM 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OMICS« STATISTICS S COOPERATIVES service 


FILE SHOWS R LISTING OF REPORTS WHICH WILL BE RELEASED 
INFONET. THIS FILE WILL BE UPDATED PERIODICALLY. 

UUESTIONS ARISE CONCERNING ANY OF THESE RELEASES ? PLEASE CALL 
RITE CROP REPORTING BOARD • ESCSr US DA- WASHINGT ION ? D.C. 20250 
NE : 202-447-7017. 


E RELEASE FILES WILL BE DROPPED FROM THIS LIBRARY 48 HOURS 
XCLULING WE Eh END S HOLIDAY TIME' AFTER THE RELEASE DATE. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦«< ♦«•♦<•«'♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ NOT ICE 


A PROGRAM IS AVAILABLE THAT WILL ASSIST THOSE WHO ARE TRYING 
TO PRINT RELEASES ON NAFF QW CARRIAGE TERMINALS. TO INVOKE THIS ♦ 
PROGRAM ENTER "DIVIDE". THEN JUS T ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. ♦ 
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STATISTICAL REPORTS 

RELEASED AT 3:10 P.M. IN WASHINGTON • D.C. 


SEPTEMBER 


REPORT 

FILE 



NAME 

NAME 

DESCRIPTION 

ITEM 

CROP WEATHER 

ST PROG 

ST. CROP PROGRESS 

TABLES 

BROILERS 

STBPOL 

ST. BROILER PLACEMENT 

TABLE 

CELERY 

CELERY 

4 STATES COMMENTS t 

TABLES 

U.S. EXPORT SALES 

EXFOGS 



VEGE TABLES 

onion: 

ONION CO. TRENTS AND 

TABLES 

CROP WEATHER 

ST PROG 

st. cel: progress 

TABLES 

CROP PRODUCTION 

CRPINF 

HIGHLIGHTS 

COMMEMT 

i.F'uF PRODUCT I Or* 

STF'CN. 

PECANS 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

STTOB r 

TOBACCO BY TYPES 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

STCRNG 

CORN FOP GPAIN 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

STELYP 

BARLEY PRODUCTION 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

stdwht 

DURUM WHEAT 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

STOP TP 

OATS PRODUCTION 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

stswht 

SPRING WHEAT 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

STF'OTS 

POTATOES • SUMMER 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

STF'EAR 

PEAR PRODUCTION 

TABLE 

L RDF PRODUCTION 

..twwht 

WINTEP WHEAT 

TABLE 

CROP PRODUCTION 

ITCOTN 

COTTON 

TABLE 
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EXAMPLE 1.- Concluded 


2 

2 

2 


CROP PRODUCTION 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRO DUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCTION 
CROP PRODUCT I Oh 
CROP PRODUCT 10M 


ITPIIMT MIHT FOR OIL 

STS0R6 SORGHUM GRAIN 

STPICE PICE 

STSYBN SOYBEANS 

STFLXS FLAXSEED 

STPNUT PEANUTS 

STBEAN BEANS DRY EDIBLE 

stpea: pea: dry edible 

STSPOT SWEET potatoes 

STTOBP ALL TOBACCO 

stsget sugar beet: 

sthof: hop: 

:tgppe grapes 

STPLUM PRUNES AhD PLUMS 

STWNUT WALNUTS8 OR FILBERTS 


CROP PRODUCTION 
CROP PRODUCTION 

broiler: 

MILK PRODUCTION 


ST SC ME SUGARCANE 

US SNR Y U.:. SUMMARY 

STBPOL ST. BROILER PLACEMENT 
MLK INF U.S. SUMMARY 


3 

MILK PRODUCTION 

:tmilt 

MILK COWS 8- F'ROD. 


CATTLE ON FEED 

COFINF 

U.S. SUMMARY 

4 

CATTLE ON FEED 

US SC OF 

U.S. SUMMARY 

4 

U.S. EXPORT SALES 

EXFOGS 


4 

AG. SUP. £ DEMAND 

AGS DEC 


5 

TOBACCO 

TOBAEC 


Q 

CROP HEATHER 

STPRUu 

:t. crop progress 


BROILERS 

:tbfol 

ST. BROILER PLACEMENT 


soybean ;too: 

SEN INK 

U.S. SUMMARY 


SOYBEAN STOCKS 

: BN T Bl 

:dybean stocks 


HOC-: AND PIGS 

HUG INK 

14 -ST. SUMMARY 


HO'- . AND PIG^ 

FT IN’- 

14-:T. I MV : 'MM ARY 


hog: and pigs 

FT j IBM 

14 -ST. JUN EED MKT 

o 

hog: and pig: 

FTJIMG 

14-ST. JUN u.T GROUPS 

0 

hug: and pig: 

FT: IBM 

14-ST. SEP BREED MKT 

o 

hog: and pigs 

FTS IMG 

14-ST. SEP WT GROUPS 

o 

hog: hnd pig: 

FTDFFC 

14-ST. DEC-FEB FAPOW 

o 

hog: and pig: 

FTMMFO 

14— ..T . MAR— MAY FAFOW 

o 

hog: and pig: 

F T JAF 0 

14-ST. JUN -AUG FAR DM 

o 

HOG.. AND PIGS 

FTSNFO 

14-ST. SEP-NOV FAFOW 

1 

LVS TK SLAUGHTER 

:lfinf 

U.S. MEAT PRODUCTION 


LVSTK SLAUGHTER 

lcsltr 

U.S. SLAUGHTER SUMM. 

21 

L’-'STK SLHl'GHTER 

STSLTR 

:t. slaughter data 


u.s. export sale: 

e: :pog: 


1 

HOP LD AGRICULTURE 

WOAGEC 


6 

crop weather 

ITPPOG 

: T. CROP PROGRESS 


BROILERS 

" T BROl. 

ST .BROILER PLACEMENT 


RICE 

RIL'EEC 



U.S. EXPORT sale: 

e: fog. 



hh PRICES RECD 

PRRINF 

U.S. SUMMARY- INDEX 

Cl 

AG PRICES RECD 

: TPPRD 

ST. COMMODITY PRICES 


GPS 354 I DATA COMPLETED 

CPU *:l.t 

•OFF 

U.AGE ON 09 'll re hT Oi: : "5 : c 

:RU S:4.7 ELAPSED T J ME : 00 : Ot: :59 

GOOD EYE. 


TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

TABLE 

COMMENT 

TABLE 

COMMENTS 

TABLE 


TABLES 
TABLE 
comment: 
TABLE 
COMMENTS 
TABLE 
TABLE 
TABLE 
TABLE 
TABLE 
TABLE 
TABLE 
TABLE 
TABLE 
COMMENT I 
TABLES 
TABLE: 


TABLES 

TABLE 


COMMENTS 

TABLES 


EXAMPLE 2.- SAMPLE OUTPUT OF WEEKLY CROP AND WEATHER REPORT, STPR06/UBU198 


PD FT : bS 
CENTER: K K 

CUB: : GPS 

SM*B»UM8ff BfUrKMUbNIMQ 1 

09. Ob 78 15:37:06-00 04»1- >4-O3-0b&-£01 1 
ORDER UBU1?8 

!DRTR • OUTPUT • NQK EV . TPROG UBU1?8 
WEEKLY C POP HND WERT HEP PE POP T 

pelersed: September b* r?rs 

3 : i'i 0 P .M . E T 

NRTIONmL RgRICULTLIPRL SUMMRR Y 

RUblJ.T £8 - SEPTEMBER 4 

HIGHLIGHT*: PR IN: » WEPT THROUGH THE MISSISSIPPI RND OHIO PIVEP VrtLLEYJ 

HND Mipo:: THE MIDDLE RTLRNTIC _TRTES BRINGING MUCH- NEE DEB MOISTURE TO 
LHTE-PLRNTEIi POM CROPS. .OIL MO I STUPE IN OTHER RRERS OF THE NhTION NOT 
RECEIVING THE RHIN. PRIED .HURT 10 RDEOURTE ? THE WEST WH1 MO TLY DRY EY- 
CEPT THE lGh.TRL FHCIFIC NURlHWfc.T. CORN PHTED MOCTLY GOOD* SOME OF THE 

southeastern crop rhted poor. mo:t of the corn for grhin needed duly h 

FEW MOPE WEEK: TO BF SRFE FROM F RO I T . SOYBEANS RLSO SCORED MOSTLY GOOD ; 
LEHVE: BEGUN YELLOWING RUl HEDPING. ERIN HELPED SOME OF THE OUTH 
CENTRRL STHTEl CROP. lOTTON RHTED FH1P TO GOOD WITH BOLLS SLOWLY OEFN 
ING. DRY CONDITION. HND HIGH TE MREPATUEES STRESSED SOMF STRNI_ HW 
FORCED THFM TO SHED LOLLS. LOTION PICKING CENTERED IN THE _Oi TH-h-T Hn; 
TE: H . GPHIN SDRGHUM HRRVEST IN THE MRJOR PRODUCING STRIPS E: PRUDE D 
from te::h hnd ollhhlimh iuio khu h: : fhrthfr north- hehd; tupue d lolcr 

HUD MORE UF THE K RN h HND MI'SOURl CROP MHTLIPEP. WINTER WHEHT HRRVEST 
WOUND DOWU IN THL MONNThIN HuD FHCIFIC NORTHWEST STATES : PLANTING CON- 
T 1 NUE D IN THE E: TREMfc ^ LINTH HND NORIH. SPRING WHEHT COMBINING RDVRNCED 
TO 74*.- UUt BEHIND l«*77 S r .\ hND THE 77*. RVEPRGE . HOT- DRY ME M T HE R 
IMPROVED MHll GRAIN HHRVE. TING CONDITION*. PRSTURES IN THE EASTERN 
HALF OF I HE NATION PHTED FAIR TO GOOD' BUT IN THE WEST NO RhIN HUD H I gH 
lEMPERRTURES DLTERIDRhTED RANGE L HND . 

HRRVEST ING PROGRESS 
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EXAMPLE 2.- Concluded. 






SPRING WHEAT 

PERCENT DF ACREAGE HARVESTED 



AS OF 

SEPTEMBER 

3 


1978 

1977 

AVG . 

IDA 

55 

75 

60 

MINN 

77 

93 

85 

MONT 

40 

70 

65 

N DAK 

75 

81 

71 

2 DAK 

100 

100 

100 

5 STATES 

74 

35 

• i 


THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 
97?i OF THE 1977 U .3 .SPRING 
WHEAT CROP - EXCLUDING DURUM. 


\/ PREVIOUS WEEK 1977 FIGURE 
FOR MONTANA SHOULD HAVE 

I 

BEEN buV 5-STATE Si?.. 


GPS 354 I DATA COMPLETED 
spu :ri.s 
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EXAMPLE 3.- SAMPLE LISTING OF REPORTS GENERATED ACCESSED INTERACTIVELY 

AND PRINTED BY BATCH 

crc ORIGINAL PAGE US 

POFT : 65 OF POOR QUALITY 

CENTEP: M 

:ut: : gp : 

09 l ": < ? P 0?' ; 12 *45- Ofi 0 ? ?— - 4 — 1 

EFDEP UBU1 “?‘3 


•OUTPUT 

ITPPOG UBUl^i? 



•5P *■ c 

: TPPDG-PNC ' UFU 1 ^ 

*i7so 

?4P:?4770 

OUTFllT 

CPF IMF U.lHIJl ? ? 



FMrn't.4 

E CPF IMF-PNf UFLl^P 

mot Fni'ur 

□LITPIJT 

ITCPNG UPU l '-*■? 



hF' . ir e 

ITCPNG-PNf UPU19P 


71 ?4P?477P 

□IJTFUT 

:tblybp ubui-?? 



GPT 1 Op 

E FILE MHME *:• CHPF 



OUTPUT 

UIii.iHT UBUl^S 



•?F‘ ■■ •- - 

TIil.'HT-PUi: UTU19P 

■^p 3e ' 

'1 -:4E?4 77F 

OOUTPUT 

. TOftTP UFiJl'V. 



OF - ’ l i '4 

t i UDEF I MET i'.CPPPPI 



♦OUTPUT 

IT.I.iHT l.ifcUl 



OF *^c 

' T : I.IMT - PNC l if-| « i •=••- 

•?£? -:n 

7' '• 4 7 4 7 70 

OUTPUT 

: II.II.IHT '.'FI U =• - 



OP -c 

Tl.n.'H r-FTir lifTil^s 

-V i 

71 '4'- 477F 

□ ITFHT 

T.3P0 • tfU l 



»F - c 

f-f’Pi— FT« "pi r-: : 


_ 1 *-•4 - - 4 .*70 

t)U 1 FIJI 

:tpke itur-- 



hp' ► i* 

TF 1 r L - F Mi* ' 'I'l 1 °|- 


7 1 } 4 ‘4 

□UT'-'JT 

t . rn i 'fu i =•> 



OP i H 

t LhFEL of '••'EFI 

r mhc * 


0< 7 F l ! T 

T * 'i FU ••PII1M -: 



*-t > £ 

1 - , Vfl-f. fu 1 ifl ; 1 9> 

9,-71 *: 

71 *4> ‘47'| ; 

n.n r.-i .j 

m : 



>F T*-iL 

TFL ' -PM'' i 'E 1 • 1 

-1 ^ ■ *4 *4 

71 '4:- *4 77r 

O' nf <<T 

1 MJ. 1 1 F'U l '«•!*. 



-P 

fif.-PMi' «'?• 


7 1 ' 4 - 4 77*- 

□UTPi.J 

TIT. u 



k F 

T FI ,P-PU' 1 II 

■'-* - r. i - 

71 '4 ; '4 "70 

Ql. * T P 1. 1 T 

• M IMF i:» 1 1 



MJmiI'J 

i. I'Pfif'i.rp I'fri 

MpT rn mt 

0 IP- '• 

rriRTP ipi • i -*=t 




T r* 1 r-pnr l:p 1 

• Zt • -« 

7 1 ■•4 ‘- * 4 "70 


r v 

►«i . p r r • i ■< 

\ lr . I 

I M F' F 


HT i- :;•! i c 1 
F'LOP FI T 1 PF : r 
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